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To the Editor

As one of the most undesirable and common events within med-
ical environments and healthcare systems around the world,
medical errors are considered an essential indicator of a reduction
in quality of care and are likely to pose a threat to the patient's
safety and incur plenty of costs for the health care system as a
whole [1, 2]. Developed nations report errors more often than de-
veloping countries. Southeast Asia’s rate ranges from 15.2% to
88.6% [3]. Care quality can be improved through ethical princi-
ples in nursing. Nurses should prevent errors to minimize thera-
peutic interventions' side effects [4].

The right to safe care is a patient's right, and nurses play a crit-
ical role. Nursing professionals today face several ethical chal-
lenges due to their working conditions. Moral courage encour-
ages nurses to adhere to ethical principles and prevents them from
doing anything unethical. Nurses' moral competence is also af-
fected by moral courage. As a result, they can support and care
for patients appropriately [5]. There are several reasons why
medical errors are not reported, but the most significant is fear.
Managers' unfavorable behavior and job loss due to nurses' poor
performance can prevent nurses from revealing unethical actions.
The ability to act ethically regardless of negative consequences
depends on moral courage [6]. Nurses prioritize patients' interests
over their own and adhere to ethical principles regardless of pos-
sible risks or consequences.

116

Furthermore, promoting moral courage among nurses can
empower personnel, enhance communication, and improve pa-
tient care [7]. Nurses must be able to identify influential factors
for reducing common errors in their nursing field. They need to
report these errors. There have been few studies, but there is no
doubt that moral courage plays a significant role in improving
nursing ethics including reporting common nursing errors.
Therefore, it is crucial to identify ethical courage factors. As are-
sult, it is recommended that more research be conducted in the
field of moral courage and its relationship to nursing error report-

ing.
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